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ADVERTISEMENT. 

PUBLISHED  on  the  day  called  Wednefday,  the 
25th  of  -the  month  called  February,  1795,  beingthe  day 
by  Proclamation  (in  blafphemy  againfi;  GOD,  and  to 
mock  him)  appointed  for  a  solemn  fast,  but  which 
I  am  con  drained  by  the  Spirit  of  Truth  to  call  a 
Solemn  Delusion. 

The  prophet  Isaiah,  (Chap.  LVIIL  Verfe  3,  <£fc.) 
reprefenting  fuch  fading,  imitates  the  lamentation  of 
the  people,  faying, 

“  Wherefore  have  we  faded,  and  thou  feed  not? 
ff  Have  we  affiibted  our  foul,  and  thou  takeft  no  know- 
Ci  ledge?”  (the  reafon  is  plain)  Behold  in  the 
c<  day  of  your  fad  you  find  pleafure,  and  exafl  all 
“  your  labours ;  (or,  as  it  is  in  the  margin,  (i  Things 
ci  wherewith  ye  grieve  ethers.)”  And  which  of  you, 
though  you  fhould  not  exad  from  the  poor;  who  are 
obliged  to  labour  for  you,  their  labour  on  this  day,  will 
not  ftop  their  wages;  and  thereby  oblige  them  indeed  tof 
faft,  not  only  on  this,  but  perhaps  the  next  day  alfo  ? 

<f  Behold  ye  faft  for  ftrife  and  debate,  and  to  finite 
cc  with  the  fift  of  wickednefs.”  (This  is  evidently  the 
cafe,  when  ye  can,  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  principles 
of  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift,  before  whom  ye  pretend 
to  humble  yourfelves  this  day,  afk  for  a  biefiing  on 
your  endeavours  to  murder  thoufands  of  your  fellow 
men.  “  Ye  Ihali  not  by  fuch  a  faft  as  that  of  this  day, 
“  make  your  voice  for  prayer)  to  be  heard  on  high.” 

cc  Is  this  fuch  a  faft  as  I  ha.ve  chofen?  A  day  for  a 
<f  man  to  afflibl  his  foul  ?  To  bow  down  his  head  like 
€i  a  bulrufh,  and  to  fpread  fackcloth  and  allies  under  f 
"  ‘  \  Wilt 
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£I  Wilt  thou  call  this  a  faft,  an  acceptable  day  to  the 

Lord  ?”  (The  Jews  did  fo,  and  were  not  accepted  ; 
and  who  will  fhew  fuch  ligns  of  humiliation  in  this  day  ? 
Few,  if  any)  though  for  our  fins  we  had  need  to  Jajl 
indeed ,  and  to  humble  ourfelves  in  duft  and  allies. 

This  is  the  faft  that  I  have  chofen  !  to  loofe  the 
c<  bands  of  wickednefs,  to  undo  the  heavy  burthens, 
6f  and  to  let  the  oppreffed  go  free,  and  that  ye  break 
54  every  yoke*” 

<c  To  deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  that  thou 
u  bring  the  poor  that  are  caft  out,  to  thy  houfe  :  when 
t£  thou  feeft  the  naked,  that  thou  cover  him,  and  that 
*c  thou  hide  not  tbyfelf  from  thine  own  fleffi.”  (I 
fhould  be  glad  to  join  in  a  general  faft  on  this  plan.) 

Let  the  propofers  of  the  faft  on  this  day,  be  found  in 
thefe  practices,  and  then  another  fpirit  and  difpofition 
would  take  place  in  them,  the  time  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel 
of  Jefiis  Chrift,  and  they  would  even  love  their  ene¬ 
mies,  and  pray  for  them  ;  they  would  then  prove  that 
love  is  the  ftfongeft  weapon  of  all  others  to  fight  with* 
is  ftronger  than  death,  and  will  not  be  conquered  by 
Weapons  of  war ;  and  they  would  alfo  be  entitled  to  ex¬ 
perience  what  follows. 

>  r  a 

ct  Then  dial!  thy  light  break  forth  as  the  morning,  and 
“  thine  health  lhall  fpiring  forth  fpeedily  :  and  thy  righ- 
<c  teoufnefs  fhall  go  forth  before  thee ;  the  glory  of 
54  the  Lord  fhall  be  thy  rere-ward. 

Then  (halt  thou  call,  and  the  Lord  fhall  anfwer ; 

thou  (halt  cry,  and  he  fhall  fay,  Here  I  am3  Sc c.”  but 
alas ! — — — 


TO  THE 

READER. 

HAVING  many  times  lamented  in  my  mind  that  fo 
great  a  multitude  of  books  are  already  in  the  world, 
under  a  fenfe  of  the  accumulation  of  error,  which, 
unlefs  written  under  the  influence  of  a  better  fpirit  than 
that  of  man  in  a  natural  or  unregenerated  (late,  they 
muft  neceffarily  tend  to  promote  and  increafe ;  I  had 
very  little  thought  (and  indeed  it  is  in  a  very  great  crofs 
and  oppofition  to  my  natural  will)  that  I  fhould  ever  ap¬ 
pear  adding  to  the  number. 

I  trull  in  the  Lord  my  God  he  will  prevent  me  from 
promoting  error,  in  any  fenfe  of  the  word,  for  I  would  ra¬ 
ther  die  a  thou  fand  deaths,  if  it  were  poffible,  than  I  would 
be  found  knowingly  to  do  fo,.  and  that  as  the  driving  of 
my  fpirit  to  write,  being  againfl  my  natural  will,  is  not 
from  myfelf \  I  hope  the  influence  is  of  Him  who  is  the 
only  good,  and  that  it  may  be  for  the  good  of  my  neigh¬ 
bour. 

The  time  of  the  world  is  now  come  in  which  there 
have  been,  and  will  yet,  many  very  great  and  wonder¬ 
ful  changes  take  place,  fome  of  which,  by  the  merciful 
favour  of  the  Lord,  I  was  made  acquainted  with,'  and 
did  declare  to  many  would  come  to  pafs,  long  before 
they  did ,  and. as  there  remain  behind  to  be  fulfilled,  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  prophecies  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  concerning 
the  refloration  of  his  people  Ifrael,  which  it  has  pleafed 
him  to  make  known  to  me,  are  appointed  to  be  fulfilled' 
in  the prefcnt  time.  In  obedience  to  his  holy  will  the 

B  following 
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following  is  printed,  to  be  laid  before  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  that  peradventure,  hearing  of  his  judgements 
which  yet  are  to  be  poured  out,  even  as  torrents  on  the 
earth,  fome  may  repent,  forfake  the  evil  of  their  lives, 
and  live  ;  no  more  to  themfelves,  but  to  God>  that  they 
may  efcape  the  wrath,  and  be  made  partakers  of  his  love 
which  is  to  follow,  as  a  glorious  rejl  to  all  thofe  who 
believe  and  obey  his  gofpel,  which  breathes  nothing  elfe 
but  peace  on  earth,  good-will  to  men. 

And  whereas  Richard  Brothers,  the  man  ap¬ 
pointed  of  the  Lord  to  declare  his  judgements,  which 
he  has  publifhed  in  two  books,  feting  forth,  that  he  is 
the  Elijah ,  the  prophet  of  the  Lord,  mentioned  in  the 
prophet  Malachi,  who  is  to  precede  the  Lord’s  fecond 
coming,  as  John  the  Baptift  in  the  fame  fpirit  did  his 
firft  coming,  and  that  as  Mofes  wras  appointed  for  a 
leader  of  the  Children  of  Ifrael,  to  conduft  them  to  the 
land  of  Canaan,  fo  he  in  the  prefent  day  is  to  conduct 
them  out  of  all  lands  to  the  land  of  their  former  inhe¬ 
ritance.  I  have  this  teftimony  to  give  concerning  him, 
firft  of  all,  confefling  my  rajh  judgement  againft  him, 
before  I  had  read  his  books,  which  I  am  conft  rained  to 
publifh  as  a  warning  to  all,  as  it  is  impoflible  to  pro- 
nounc e, true  judgement,  whilft  the  mind  is  impreffed  with 
any  thing  like  prejudice;  for  having  heard  fome  par¬ 
ticular  parts  of  his  book  read  in  a  party  of  my  friends  at 
Bath,  I  helitated  not  to  pronounce  that  either  the  man 
was  infane,  or  that  it  was  a  thing  permitted  by  the  Al¬ 
mighty,  that  a  fpirit  of  darknefs,  under  the  appearance 
of  light,  fhould  communicate  thofe  things  to  him,  in  or¬ 
der,  if  poflible,  that,  when  the  true  man  appointed  to 
fulfil  that  character  ihould  appear,  he  might  be  the 

mote 
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more  doubtful,  and  the  faith  of  the  faithful  the  more 
proved. 

I  felt  forry  in  my  heart  that  John  Wright  (hould 
have  been  caught  by  his  fpirit,  and  (hould,  by  his  direc¬ 
tion,  or  any  other  mm’s,  publifh  a  book  to  (Lengthen 
delufion  ;  and  a  condemning  fpirit  got  up  in  me,  which 
never  fails  to  darken  the  underftanding,  by  (hutting  out 
of  the  mind  the  divine  light. 

Under  the  influence  of  fuch  a  fpirit  I  gave  my  opi¬ 
nion  concerning  Richard  Brothers  and  John 
Wright,  till,  having  read  for  myfelf,  I  was  very  cau¬ 
tious,  being  afraid  to  give  my  opinion  any  more. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  month  called  December, 
1794,  an  exercife  of  fpirit  came  upon  me,  and  I  could 
hot  reft  till  I  came  to  London.  I  did  fo,  and  went  to 
fee  Richard  Brothers.  I  was  then  immediately 
made  to  remember  a  dream,  which  I  had  been  favoured 
with  about  feven  years  before.  In  the  dream,  I  was  in 
a  city  which  I  was  informed  by  the  inhabitants  was  the 
New  Jerufalem  ;  where  I  faw  him  in  the  temple,  bear¬ 
ing  the  fword  of  Gideon,  Sec.  See.  The  powers  of 
darknefs  were,  neverthelefs,  let  loofe  upon  me,  and  di¬ 
vers  temptations,  even  of  the  darkeft  kind,  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  aflault  me,  to  prove  my  faith ;  and  alfo  that, 
having  felt  what  others  muft  have  to  combat  with,  I 
might  acknowledge,  in  the  prefence  of  God  and  all  the 
world,  the  (in  of  unbelief ;  befeeching  his  mercy  for 
myfelf  and  for  all,  to  pardon  our  blindnefs,  to  (Length¬ 
en  our  faith,  to  deliver  us  in  temptation,  and  keep  us 
from  all  evil.  Amen! 

On  the  10th  day  of  the  fame  month  I  received  from 
Richard  Brothers  a  letter,  of  which, the  following 
js  a  copy. 

B  %  *  Irl 
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«  In  obedience  to  the  facred  command  of  the  Lord 

God,  whofe  fervant  and  prophet  I  am,  I  inform  you 

«  that  his  facredxommands  delivered  to  melor  you  are, 

«  that  you  do  from  henceforth  declare  and  fpeak  openly, 

without  the  leaft  fear  of  any  human  power  whatever, 

Cc  that  the  revealed  knowledge  of  his  judgments  given 

<f  to  me,  and  publifhed  by  his  facred  command  in  two 

“  books,  for  the  information,  warning  and  benefit  of  all 

nations,  is  from  Him,  and  that  it  is  true- — until  he  is 

“  pleafed  to  call  another  man  as  a  Witnefs  to  fill  the 

<f  recorded  place  intended  for  you,  but  which  you  have 

«(  forfeited,  by  fpeaking  againft  me,  his  prophet,  and  the 

«  revealed  teltimony  he  commanded  me  to  publifh. 

“  I  am  likewife  commanded  to  inform  you,  that  the 

written  paper  you  brought  and  left  for  my  perufal,  is 

“  offenfive  to  the  Lord  my  God,  becaufe, ,  he  fays,  it 

“  queftions  the  truth  of  his  words;  as  fuch,  he  com- 

c<  mands  me  to  fay  it  was  improper  for  you  to  bring  ;  as 

«<  fuch,  when  I  had  read  one  line,  he  forbid  me  by  the 

6<  Holy  Ghoit  to  read  any  more ;  and,  as  fuch,  he  com- 

<c  manded  me  to  burn  it  in  the  fire. 

“  The  commands  of  the  Lord  God  to  me  for  vou, 

*  * 

“  are  likewife,  that  you  publifh  this  letter,  containing 
«  his  commands,  for  the  information  and  warning  of. 
<c  all  people.’ ’ 

‘•RICHARD  BROTHERS.” 

e{  Land  on,  No.  57,  Paddington  fireet , 

“  the  10th  of  the  month  called 
December,  1794.” 

Inllead  of  clearing  the  light  in  my  mind,  this  threw 
me  into  more  doubt  and  reafoning.  I  went  to  fpeak 
with  him  again  ;  but  the  light  was  hid,  and  the  darknels 

.Pre- 
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prevailed,  fo  as  to  tempt  me  to  burn  his  rod,  and  a>fo 
to  try  if  he  was  not  mortal  to  man ,  by  plunging  my  knife 
in  his  heart ;  but  knowing  the  fource  of  thefe  thoughts, 
and  endeavouring  to  be  (till,  the  Lord  prevailed  in  me, 
preventing  my  will  from  joining  in  with  them,  for 
which  the  powers  of  darknefs  intended  to  deftroy  me. 
But  the  Lord  prevented,  by  caufing  the  coach  by  which 
I  thought  of  returning,  to  fet  off  a  few  minutes  before 
its  ufual  time ,  and  which,  in  confequence  of  a  thick  fog 
that  arofe,  fo  that  the  coachman  could  not  perceive  his 
way,  was  overturned  before  it  had  reached  ten  miles 
from  the  city,  he  was  fo  much  hurt  as  to  be  nearly 
killed.  Had  I  been  time  enough  I  (hould  have  been 
on  the  box  with  him,  and  mult  have  fhared  the  fame 
fate. 

After  returning  to  the  houfe  of  John  Wright,  and 
fitting  fome  time  ftill,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  deliver  me 
from  the  power  and  operation  of  the  fpirits  of  darknefs, 
caufing  his  light  to  fhine  again  in  me,  and  (hewing  me 
his  will,  and  that  I  mult  write  this  writing,  and  publifh  it 
for  the  benefit  of  all  men. 

W.  B. 

I  mujl  here  record,  for  the  information  and  warning 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Briftol,  that  on  my  way  home,  on 
the  12th  of  the  month  called  December,  1794,  beino- 
on  the  out  fide  of  the  ftage,  between  Marlborough  and 
Devizes,  about  four  miles  from  the  latter,  near  feven 
o’clock  in  tfie  evening,  the  night  was  dark,  there  being 
no  moon,  and  overcaft  fo  that  no  (tars  could  be  feen, 
an  alloniihing  light  furrounded  me,  fo  that  I  could  fe 
in  a  circle  of  about  an  acre  all  things  around  me,  as  if 
in  the  day  time,  I  heard  a  voice  pronounce,  in  a  very 
awful  tone,  the  following  words 


“  Woe 
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«*  Woe  to  the  city  of  Bristol?  the  cry  of  innocent 
v  blood  is  againjh  it :  it  Jhall  be  fiaken ,  and  fall.” 

The  daughter  on  the  Bridge,  and  the  traffic  in  {laves* 
were  prefented  to  my  mind,  as  the  innocent  blood  to 
be  avenged. 

May  the  Lord  God  Almighty  ftir  up  the  hearts  of 
the  people  of  Briftol  to  repent,  and  call  upon  him  for 
mercy — and  to  forfake  the  very  felfiffi  fpirit  and  third 
after  gain  that  prevails  amongft  them,  even  in  the  high 
profeffors  of  the  Chrijlian  name !  that  fo  the  Lord  might 
fee  pleafed  to  avert  his  judgment,  and  fpare  the  people. 

Amen  ? 


TO 


THE  CHILDREN  OF  ISRAEL, 

J 

l 

Wherever  featured ,  under  the  Multitude  of  Names ,  which  Chrif- 
tendom  is  divided  into /  (that  great  Wildernefs  in  which  the 
Church  is  hid.) 

as  also 

THE  DISPERSED  OF  JUDAH 

In  all  Nations, 

Grace,  Mercy,  and  Peace  be  multiplied  upon  you  by 
the  Spirit  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  Go® 
manifefted  in  the  Flefh, 

The  day  of  deliverance  being  at  hand,  to  put  dowa 
oppreflion,  and  to  reftore ;  and  to  declare  the  mighty 
judgments  of  Jehovah,  upon  all  the  wicked,  which  will 
jfhortly  take  place ,  I  am  conftrained  in  my  mind  to 
befeech,  by  the  mercies  of  fo  loving  a  God  and  father, 
and  to  exhort  you  and  all  mankind  to  an  immediate 
examination  of  yourfelves  by  his  light,  fpirit,  and 
grace,  which  fhine  in  every  heart,  even  the  molt  ob* 
durate  and  wicked,  accufing  or  excufing  them,  in  the 
very  inmoft  of  their  minds,  that  if  there  be  any  thing 
thereby  manifefted  (landing  In  oppofition  to  the  known 
will  of  Jehovah,  a  thorough  repentance  may  take  place* 
and  you  may  not  fall  fhort  in  the  mercy  promifed,  but 
be  made  partakers  of  the  glory. — “  He  was  given  to  be 
<<  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  but  to  be  the  glory  of 
u  his  people  If  rad 

Ten  years  ago  the  Lord  was  gracioudy  pleaded  to 
communicate  to  my  mind,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  the 
following  particulars^  viz.  That  there  were  many  Jews, 

who 


C  8  ]  .  . 

who  were  not  known  to  be  Jews,  or  called  by  that 
name  ;  That  very  many  of  thofe  called  Chrijlians ,  are 
the  true  defcendants  of  Jacob,  who  is  called  Ifrael  ; 
That  by  various  difperfions  and  captivities,  converfion 
to.Chriftianity  in  the  early  ages  of  that  church,  Sc c.  the 
diftinguilhing  mark  of  Jew  was  loft.  That  the  Lord 
Ood  will,  in  this  time  in  'which  we  now  live ,  in  this  ge¬ 
neration,  vifit  his  people,  the  houfe  of  Jacob,  and  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael,  and  will  affernble  them,  the  whole  of 
them,  and  will  re  (tore  to  them  their  antient  inheritance 
in  the  land  of  their  fathers. 

That  the  greateft  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
land,  (called  Great  Britain ,  &c.)  are  Ifraelites,  of  the 
tribe  of  Benjamin,  that  there  are  fome  of  Judah,  and 
fome  of  Levi  ;  That  1  myfelf  was  defcended  from 
Judah,  and  that  I  fhould  know  all  of  that  tribe,  by 
a  peculiar  mark  in  the  right  eye,  that  if  every  man 
buffered  his  beard  to  grow,  a  diftinguiftiing  mark 
would  be  manifeft,  as  the  beard  of  each  different  tribe 
has  a  different  form  ;  this  was  the  reafon  why  Mofes 
commanded  that  they  fnould  not  cut  or  mar  the  corners 
pf  their  beard,  for  the  twelve  tribes,  being  the  twelve 
qualities  of  mankind,  were  not  to  be  mixed. 

That  the  twelve  apoftles  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Tefus  Chrift  were  the  Twelve  Fathers  of  the  Twelve 
Families,  and  were  of  each  quality* 

That  in  the  reftoration  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  they 
will  have  a  manifeftation  in  this  world,  together  with 
all  the  old  prophets  and  holy  men  fpoken  of  in  the 
fcriptures,  it  being  the  time  of  the  firft  refurrePuon,  and 
the  commencement  of  the  period  mentioned  by  St.John, 
In  his  Revelation,  in  which  the  Lord  fhall  reign  with 
his  faints  upon  the  earth,  when  Paradife  fhall  be  again 
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revealed  unto  man,  and  evil  fliall  difappear. — -The  fer- 
pent  and  dragon,  being' chained  down  in  the  abyfs,  fliall 
have  no  longer  a  manifeflation  in  man,  but  every  man 
fliall  become  a  real  manifeflation  of  God,  as  he  was  in 
the  Paradife  before  the  fall. 

May  the  Lord  God  Almighty  fit  and  prepare  us  all 
for  this  great  and  glorious  change  by  the  fpirit  of  jefus 
Chrift.  Amen ! 

* 

— * ,IJ1  . .  ■  -  - 
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All  other  Gentile  s* 

1  O  U  have  had  the  light,  and  have  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  mercies  of  Jehovah,  and  falvation 
has  been  offered  freely  unto  all,  by  the  fpirit  of  Jefus 
Chrift  (God  manifeftcd]  but  how  have  you  refufed  his 
love  ;  you  have" honoured  him  with  the  lip,  and  havq 
been  ready  enough  to  fay,  we  believe  in  him  • — but  it 
is  eafy  to  fee  that  the  fruits  of  true  belief  are  fcarcely 
to  be  found;  therefore  the  wild  branch,  (which  is  the 
Gentile]  grafted  on  the  true  olive,  will  be  broken  off, 
and  the  original  branch  again  taken  into  favour,  and 
reftored  to  its  own  olive  tree  ; — that  is,  the  reftoration 
of  the  whole  houfe  of  Ifrae-1 ;  and  although  blindneft^ 
.in  part ,  hath  happened  unto  them,  that  through  their 
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unbelief,  the  Gentiles  might  be  brought  to  believe  ;  and 
thofc  who  before  were  not  a  people,  might  be  called  his 
people, — yet  the  promife  of  God  to  Ifrael  will  be  ful¬ 
filled  ;  and  their  reparation,  as  life  from  the  dead,  will 
bring  death  upon  all  the  formal  Gentile  believers, — 
whofe  lips  fpcak  of  ChriP  and  his  falvation,  but  whole 
hearts  wander  after  all  manner  of  evil,  covetoufnefs, 
oppreflaon,  and  every  inordinate  love  for  the  gratifi¬ 
cation  of  carnal,  felhfii,  fenfual  luPs  and  defires,  yet 
fay  we  are  ChriPians. — There  are  none  ChriPians  or 
followers  of  ChriP,  but  thole  who  obey  his  word,  and 
his  word  is  a  fwift  witnefs  againP  every  appearance  of 
evil. — Compare,  dear  men  and  women,  compare  your 
lives  and  conduct  with  the  lives  and  conduft  of  the 
firP  followers  of  him  whofe  name  ye  like  to  be  called 
by.— Compare  the  pattern  and  example  which  he  fet 
forth,  with  what  ye  are  daily  fetting  forth,  and  you 
will  fee,  that  his  fpirit  rules  not  in  you,  but  that  in  all 
you  do,  and  in  all  you  think  you  are  oppofing  him, 
his  kingdom,  and  government  of  peace,  joy,  and  love, 
in  your  own  fouls. 

,  •  What  will  ye  do  when  the  day  of  calamity,  the  great 

and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord  comes  ;  which  affuredly 
will  come,  and  is  very  nigh  to  be  manifePed  upon  all 
evil  doers  ?  Where  will  ye  fly  from  the  wrath  which 
ye  yourfelves,  by  your  own  evil  lives,  have  kindled  up; 
and  which  will  fweep  off  every  thing  that  offends  or 
oppofes  his  kingdom  ?  The  kingdom  of  love,  which  he 
will  fetupi  yea  !  even  in  this  world  ;  and  the  whole  earth 
fli all  be  covered  with  righteoufnels,  as  the  waters  cover 
the  fea. 

Why  pray  ye  for  his  kingdom  to  come,  for  his  will 

to 
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to  be  done,  on  earth,  as  it  is  done  in  heaven,  when 
you  determinately  and  continually  oppofe  it  ?  Jerufalem 
is  trodden  under  foot  till  the  time  of  the  Gentiles  is 
fulfilled  ‘ — then  will  the  manifeftation  of  wrath  burft 
upon  you  as  an  overflowing  flood. — The  judgments  that 
happened  to  Ifrael  and  to  jerufalem,  in  the  time  of  their 
difobedience  and  unbelief,  are  but  types  of  what  in  this 
day  will  be  poured  forth  on  you,  whole  doings,  though 
you  have  bad  them  for  example,  have  been  far  worfe 
than  theirs  j — and  as  your  iniquity  has  exceeded,  fo 
fhall  your  punifhmertf.  Oh  1  then,  Repent !  Repent ! 
Repent!  ere  your  judgment  is  fealed,  it  will  then  be  too 
late  ;  the  time  is  fo  fliort,  that  you  ought  not  to  give  reft 
to  your  eyes,  nor  flumber  to  your  eye-lids,  until  you 
have  found  favour  with  Him.  God  is  tefdfying  to  you 
of  the  near  approach  of  his  judgments  through  many  of 
his  fervants  and  faithful  witneiTes  in  this  dav.  Oh ! 

d 

harden  not  your  hearts,  but  be  furred  up  to  repent,  and 
to  cry  mightily  unto  him  for  help  ;  he  is  mighty  to  fave, 
and  will  deliver  all  thofe  who  draw  nigh  to  him,  in  a  de¬ 
termined  mind  and  will  to  forfake  all  evil,  and  to  live  in 
obedience  to  his  word. 

Oh  !  ye  kings,  princes,  bifnops,  parliaments,  judges  ! 
— Ye  chiefs  of  the  people  !  how  have  your  examples, 
inftead  of  promoting  the  gofpel  and  kingdom  of  Chrift 
upon  the  earth,  encouraged  and  fet  up  the  fpirit  and 
power  of  the  Devil  and  Anti  chrift,  whom  you  manifeft; 
for  his  fervants  )e  are,  unto  whom  you  yield  yourfelves 
up  to  obey. 

There  are  but  two  fpirits  which  influence  the  minds 
of  men  ;  God,  or  the  fpirit  and  principle  of  good, 
and  the  Devil^  or  the  fpirit  and  principle  of  evil.  God 
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is  the  preferver  of  men,  the  Devii  is  the  deftroyer  ; 
God  influences  the  mind  of  man  to  all  virtue;.  goodnefs, 
love  ; — the  Devil  to  all  vice,  wickednefs,  hatred  ;  lock, 
whichfoever  of  thefe  mafters  ye  ferve,  of  him  fii all  you 
receive  the  wages  of  your  work.  If  the  good,-  -life, 
peace,  joy  in  heaven,  the  kingdom  of  love.  If  the  evil 
. — death,  condemnation,  mifery  in  hell,  the  kingdom  of 
wrath;  and  be  affured  that  both  thefe  kingdoms  are  in 
you  ;  whichfoever  of  thefe  is  awakened,  or  furred  up  by 
the  defire  of  the  will,  that  hath  the  dominion,  therefore 
look  to  yourfeives  that  the  fire  of  wrath  and  hell  burn 
not. 

Oh  !  that  you  would  be  flirred  up  to  repent  l  forfake 
injuftice,  avarice,  oppreffion  ;  forfake  war  and  blood- 
fhed ;  forfake  falfehood,  hypocrify,  and  blafphemy; 
judge  righteous  judgment ;  fo  fliall  the  people,  led  on 
by  your  example,  become  juft,  holy,  true,  and  loving. 
— See  you  not  how  the  contrary  prevails? — The  root  of 
their  evil  is  in  you,  and  to  your  charge  will  it  be 
brought  in  the  great  day  of  account.-— God,  the  Lord,  is 
determined  in  this  day,  in  which  we  live,  to  lay  the  ax 
to  the  root  of  the  corrupt  tree.— It  fliall  be  hewn  down 
and  caft  into  the  fire. 

The  judgments  of  which  ye  are  warned,  through  the 
mouth  of  a  man  whom  he  hath  now  raifed  up.  His  Pro¬ 
phet,  appointed  to  fet  your  fin  before  you,  and  to  de¬ 
clare  your  punifhment — To  cal!  his  feed  and  people  out 
of  Babylon,  ought  to  have  roofed  you ; — but  the  lay¬ 
ing  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  certainly  verified  this 
(day-:— As  it  wras  in  the  days  of  Noah,  fo  (hall  it  be 
in  the  days  of  the  Son  oj  Man .  They  eat,  they 
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vc  drank,  they  married  wives,  and  were*given  in  marriage, 
“  until  the  day  that  Noah  entered  into  the  ark,  and  the 
<c  flood  came  and  deftroyed  them  all.  Likewife  as  it 
was  in  the  days  oF  Lot;  they  did  eat,  they  drank, 
<£  they  bought,  they  fold,  they  planted,  they  budded;  but 
the  Fame  day  that  Lot  went  out  of  Sodom,  it  rained 
<c  fire  and  brim  (tone  from  heaven,  and  deftroyed  them 
<6  all.  Even  thus  fhall  it  be  in  the  day  when  the  Son 
<£  oj  Man  is  revealed .” 

What  think  ye  of  this,  ye  great  men  of  the  earth  ; 
ye  inhabitants  of  Babylon  and  Egypt?  I  know  what  ye 
think,  and  what  ye  fay.  You  fay,  agreeably  with  the 
prophecy  of  Peter,  2d  epiflle,  chap.  iii.  verfe  4th, 
Where  is  the  promife  of  his  coming?  for  fi nee  the  fa- 
<(  thers  fell  afleep  all  things  continue  as  they  were  from 
“  the  beginning  of  the  creation.”  Thus  in  your  infi¬ 
delity  you  haften  the  day  of  your  perdition  ;  and  you 
think  every  man  infane  who  dares  profefs  to  fpeak  or 
write  by  the  infpiration  of  a  divine  Spirit.  You  believe 
not  the  feriptures  of  truth — you  believe  not  that  Jefus 
(Shrift  wa£  God  manifefted  in  the  llefh — ye  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  that  God  created  every  man  to  manifeft  him — ye 
cannot  believe  that  by  man’s  denying  of  himfelf,  and 
manifefting  God,  he  is  regenerated  by  his  Spirit,  and 
reftored  into  that  jlaie  in  which  he  was  firft  created — - 
ye  lay  up  treafure  on  earth  by  grinding  the  face  of  the 
poor;  ye  are  full  of  oppreflion — ye  cannot  believe  that 
ye  are  only  Rewards,  and  mu  ft  give  an  account  of  what 
yc  poflefs  to  that  juft  Judge  whom  it  will  be  impoffible 
to  bribe  or  deceive. — Why  doth  the  righteous  Lord 
permit  one  man  to  rob  another,  or  one  man  to  become 
a  debtor  to  another,  but  to  prove  us,  and  that  the  rich, 
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who,  forgetting  God,  call  all  theirs,  may  know  ("you 
are  many  ways  informed,  if  you  would  fee)  that  yc*i 
have  nothing  of  your  own,  neither  are  ye  able  to  keep 
it,  with  all  your  care  ?  (Read  the  apoftle  James,  cl]ap.  v. 
verfe  i.  to  6.)  “  Go  to  now,  ye  rich  men,  weep  and 
*f  howd  for  your  miferies  that  fhall  come  upon  you. 
“  Your  riches  are  corrupted,  and  your  garments  are  moth¬ 
-eaten.  Your  gold  and  filver  is  cankered;  and  the 
4C  ruft  of  them  fhall  be  a  witnefs  againft  you,  and  fhall 
6C  eat  your  flefh  as  it  were  fire.  Ye  have  heaped  trea- 
f<  fare  together  for  the  lafl  days.” 

Thefe  are  thofe  laft  days,  in  which,  fome  of  you,  into 
whofe  hands  this  will  come,  who  will  read  this,  will  be 
made  willing  to  part  with  all  your  treafure  for  a  morfel  of 
bread — and  you  will  not  have  it;  whilft  many  whom  you 
have  defpifed  in  their  low  eftale,  .fhall,  triumphing  in  the 
victory  which  the  Lord  their  God  hath  given  them  over 
the  god  of  this  world,  trample  under  their  feet,  as  a  vile 
thing,  as  the  fmall  pebbles,  thofe  treafures  which  you 
have  moft  prized.  “  They  truft  in  the  Lord  their  God, 
and  verily  they  fhall  be  fed.’*  But  to  you  it  will  be 
faid  tf  Where  are  their  gods,  their  rock  in  whom  they 
-  trufted  P  Let  them  rife  up  and  help  you,  and  be 
u  your  protection.”  Thus  will  the  Lord  diftinguifh 
between  his  people,  that  ferve  him,  and  thofe  who  ferve 
him  not,  even  in  a  temporal  fenfe;  but  fpiritually  their 
reward  will  be  great :  for  they  fhall  fee  the  light  of  his 
glory  in  the  land  of  their  fathers,  even  in  jerufalem,  the 
place  of  his  throne. 
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LORD’S  GRACIOUS  DEALINGS  WITH  ME. 


In  my  infancy,  when  I  was  only  four  years  old,  I  was 
frequently  favoured  with  a  knowledge  of  the  Divine 
Goodnefs  in  a  fenfible  manner,  having  very  near  accefs 
in  prayer,  and  feeling  my  whole  body  thrill  with  the 
enjoyment  of  God. 

As  I  grew  up  I  was  religious.  My  parents  being 
of  the  eilablifhed  church  I  was  brought  up  in  that  way; 
and  die  Eternal  Goodnefs  owned  my  weak  efforts  to 
make  myfelf  acceptable  to  hir$,  by  the  fame  fenfible 
feeling  of  his  prefence.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  I  was 
confirmed,  as  it  is  called ,  by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands 
of  a  bifhop.  I  had  great  expectations  that  after  this* 
(having  taken  much  pains  to  be  properly  prepared)  I 
fhould  have  known  a  growth  in  grace  and  the  favour 
of  the  Lord  ;  but  I  was  deceived  and  di {appointed,  fij 
that  I  many  times  thought  and  laid,  that  I  was  fo  much 
worfe  than  before — that,  if  it  were  poflible,  the  bifhop 
had  communicated  an  evil  fpirit  to  me,  rather  than  a 
good  one  ;  though  my  parents,  and  all  who  knew  me, 
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ufed  to  fpeak  highly  of  my  goodnefs,  which  fometimes' 
over- hearing,  the  Spirit  of  Gocf  in  me  witneding  that  1 
was  full  of  evil,  I  have  mourned  and  grieved  in  fecrct, 
in  great  agony  of  fpirit,  rmich  hurt  at  being  well  fpoken 
of,  and  thought  good,  when  I  knew  I  was  as  capable  as 
any  other  of  running  into  all  manner  of  evil.  The 
merciful  Keeper  of  his  People,  however,  by  his  good 
providence,  prevented  the  commiffion  of  grofs  evils, 
though  inclination  was  not  wanting. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  I  came  to  London,  where 
alfociating  with  feveral  young  men  from  the  place  of 
my  birth,  Shrewsbury,  I  was  led  to  do  as  they  did, 
fpending  the  day  called  Sunday  at  fomc  public  gardens 
or  place  of  amufement,  drinking.  Sec:  Here  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  the  Lord  drove  with  me,  and  no  tongue  can  de¬ 
fer!  be  the  didreb  of  mind  this  brought  upon  me,  fo 
that  when  I  returned  home  of  an  evening  I  have  call 
inyfelf  down  oh  my  bed  in  agony — no  ability  to  lift  up 
my  foul  to  God — -not  able  to  pray  :  my  heavens. were 
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as  brafs,  and  I  faw  nothing  but  eternal  mifery  my  por¬ 
tion.  Thus  I  was  determined  to  forfake  all  my  ac- 

4 

quaintance,  and  once  more  endeavour,  by  conftantiy 
attending  a  place  of  worfhip  indead  of  plea  fare,  to 
obtain  favour  with  God:  the  reco!  left  ion  of  what  l 
experienced  in  my  childhood  aggravated  my  mifery, 
and  increafed  my  earneftnefs  to  obtain  again  a  (late  of 
acceptance  with  him.  In  this  date  of  anxiety  and 
doubt  I  palled  about  two  years,  when  I  was  led  to  day 
in  my  own  chamber,  and  fpenc!  my  time  in  reading  the 
Scriptures,  and  in  meditation  and  prayer:  this  did  fora 
little  while,  but  there  was  always  fome thing  wanting  to 
n*  ike  me  happy.  Then  I  thought  I  would  try  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fech  o!  di [Tenters,  if  poffibly  I  might  hod  amonglt 
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them  that  which  could  fatisfy  my  foul  :  I  would  go  out 
at  the  door,  and  fet  up  my  hick,  and  which  way  that 
fell  I  wrould  walk,  and  the  firft  place  I  came  to,  open 
as  a  place  of  worfhip,  that  I  went  into  ;  by  which  mean.8 
I  was  made  acquainted  with  the  particular  tenets  of  each 
fed  i  but  there  was  none  that  my  mind  could  fully  join 
with  :  I  thought  1  perceived  more  of  fpirituality  with 
the  bapti its  than  the  other  feels.  At  length  I  was  led  to 
go  into  a  meeting  of  the  people  called  quakers.  There 
being  a  pretty  long  time  of  filence,  my  mind  was  much 
exercifed  about  it,  and  faid,  what  was  a  tongue  and  ut¬ 
terance  given  to  man  for,  but  tq  found  forth  his  praife? 
but  thefe  appear  all  dead.  And  feeing  fome  of  them  afleep, 
I  was  the  more  dillreffed.  At  length  an  old  man  flood 
up,  his  name  was  Claude  Gay,  a  Frenchman,  born  at 
Lyons,  who  had  been  convinced  of  the  principles  of 
thatpeople,  and  ufed  to  preach.  He  fpoke  to  the  thoughts 
my  mind  had  been  occupied  in,  and  although  he  fpoke 
fo  broken  an  Englifh  that  a  ftranger  might  not  eafily 
underhand  him,  yet  I  found  my  mind  fo  fatisfied  with 
what  he  faid  about  blent  waiting  upon  God,  that  a  love 
arofe  in  me  to  thatpeople  above  ail  others.  On  my  way- 
home  feveral  texts  of  feripture  were,  brought  to  my 
mind,  and  opened  with  a  new7  fe'nfe  in  me,  corrobo¬ 
rating  the  old  man’s  obfervations,  and  encrcafing  my 
love.  I  wTas  determined  to  go  again.  I  did  fo,  but 
as  a  thief  I  hole  into  the  meeting,  left  any  wLq  knew 
meffhould  obferve  me,  and  think  I  was  going  tobecome 
a  quaker.  I  attended  feveral  times,  and  found  a  fa- 
tisfadion  in  their  manner  of  fitting.  At  length  in  one  of 
their  meetings,  which  was  filent,  my  mind  was  reached 
by  the  great,  good  and  merciful  Lord,  and  he  commu- 
nicated  to  me  a  large  portion. of  the  fame  feeling  I  ex- 
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perienced  in  my  childhood,  which  broke  my  fpirit  in¬ 
to  tears  of  joy,  and  a  voice  diftinflly  fpoke  in  me,  cc  This 
“  is  the  way,  walk  thou  in  it.”  From  that  time  I  con- 
ftantly  attended  their  meetings  for  about  four  years.  I 
reafoned  with  one  of  their  preachers  on  the  propriety  of 
altering  my  drefs,  but  nothing  that  he  urged  had  force 
enough  to  convince  me  it  was  a  thing  of  any  fignihcati- 
on,  for  I  plainly  perceived  as  much  pride  and  other 
evil  difpofuions  covered  under  a  plain  cloathing  as  in 
any  other,  and  I  found  that1  I  could  be  as  proud  in  a 
coat  of  hair  cloth  as  I  might  in  velvet  and  gold.  At 
length  the  following  reafons  coming  into  my  mind,  de¬ 
termined  me  to  alter  the  fafhion  of  my  coat,  & c.  (viz.) 
did  I  not  believe  in  their  principle  ?  was  I  not  ready  to 
teflify  to  the  world  that  I  did?  Then,  as  a  teftimony 
to  the  world  that  I  did  believe  their  principle  to  be  a 
right  principle,  I  muft  appear  as  they  did  ;  fo  I  altered 
my  drefs,  cut  off  my  hair,  &c.  After  lome  time  I  was 
fpoken  to  refpefting  being  accepted  a  member  amongft 
them.  I  anfwered  I  did  not  feek  it,  I  was  fatisfied  in  be¬ 
ing  permitted  to  lit  with  them  ;  but  had  nothing  to  ob- 
jeft.  I  was  admitted  a  member,  and  confidered  an  or¬ 
derly  one  for  fome  years.  I  was  fo  attached  to  the  out¬ 
ward  order  as  to  fliut  up  my  houfe  to  attend  week  day 
meetings,  never  miffing  one.  In  the  year  1784  I  mar¬ 
ried,  and  I  have  reafon  to  call  the  woman  appointed 
for  me  by  the  Lord  my  God,  a  true  help-mate.  .  I  found 
a  neceflity  at  times  to  fpeak  to  the  people;  but  whilft 
tinder  that  exercife  another  came  upon  me,  and  brought 
a  much  greater  crofs  than  that,  which  was,  that  I  muft 
not  go  to  meeting  but  in  the  divine  will,  and  that  in 
minding  the  Spirit’s  direQion  I  was  frequently  led  to  re¬ 
main  retired  in  my, own  houfe,  the  holy  fpirit  convinc¬ 
ing 
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rng  me  that  too  much  flrefs  had  been  laid  upon  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  meetings,  and  ftri£t  obfervance  of  outward 
order ;  that  thereby  a  dead  form  took  place  of  the  true 
thing,  and  that  came  to  be  called  worfhip  which  was 
not  fo,  by  which  many  minds  remained  darkened,  and, 
as  it  were,  ignorant  of  what  worfhip  was.  I  was  vifited 
by  fome  appointed  by  the  meeting  to  reprove  me  for 
this  aftonilhing  breach  of  order.  They  were  the  more 
aftonifhed  when  I  told  them  that  I  remained  at  home  as 
much  for  c  nicience  fake  as  ever  I  went;  that  God 
had  convinced  me  that  a  number  of  men  meeting  and 
fitting,  together,  at  a  time  of  their  own  appointing,  and 
for  a  period  of  their  own  appointing,  ought  not  to  be 
called  worfhip — the  worfhip  of  God  confifting  only-in 
doing  his  will,  which  is  to  be  done  at  all  times  and  in  all 
places,  and  that  all  that  is  required  of  man  is  conti¬ 
nually  to  watch  in  the  inward  of  the  mind ,  for  the  know¬ 
ledge  ,of  his  will,  and  that  then,  without  regard  to  time 
or  place,  obedience  was  worfhip.  This  doctrine  ftrik- 
ing  at  the  root  of  church  craft ,  though  there  isdefs  of  it 
amongft  the  friends  than  any  other  people,  yet  as  they 
are  not  quite  without,  was  not  very  pleafing,  and  was  re¬ 
membered  again  ft  me  until  I  fhould,  by  fome  further 
breach,  be  accounted  worthy  of  difownment.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  in  the  year  17 89,  a  circumftance  turned  up  that 
enabled  them,  with  the  appearance  of -reCtitude,  to  dif- 
own  me.  But  it  is  ftrange,  and  fhews  the  weaknefs  of  all 
human  inftitutions,  thata  law  fhould  be  formed  and  found 
neceffary  for  their  Church  government  which  direCtly 
contradicts  their  principle,  and  pofitively  circumfcribes 
that  fpirit  they  profefs  to  be  led  and  guided  by,  to  the 
judgement  of  a  few  individuals,  whether  under  its  in¬ 
fluence  or  not,  I  was  difowned  their  fociety,  for,  in  the 
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jlrift-efi  fenfe,  obeying  their  principle  ;  for  in  tbe  year, 
above  mentioned  I  was  very  particularly  led  by  the 
fpirit  t6  leave  my  family,  and  take  a  journey  to  ^Avignon, 
in  France . 

About  the  month  called  OQober,  1788,  I  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  John  Wright,  and  mentioned  to  him  wha t, 
1  knew  of  a  Society  at  Avignon  who  were  favoured  with, 
divine  communications.  Neither  he  nor  I  had  the  leaft 
apprehenfion  that  it  would  be  required  of  us  to  go  there; 
hut  found  our  fpirits  very  much  united  with  theirs. 
Some  time  in  the  month  called  December  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  began  to  reafon  with  me  of  my  prefent  ftate  5 
and  as  a  long  time  before  I  had  folemnly  offered  myfelf 
up  to  be  an  inftrument  in  his  hand  to  ufe  me  at  any  time, 
and  in  any  way ;  he  might  fee  meet  to  make  me  acquainted 
with  was  his  will,  it  was  demanded  of  me  if  I  ftood  now 
ready  ;  my  fpirit  anfwered,  yea,  Lord,  unto  death,  iF thou 
requireft  it.  I  had  no  further  intimation  till  about  a 
week  before  I  fat  off,  when  a  great  exercife  of  mind 
came  upon  me.  I  was  informed  of  the  Spirit  that  I 
Ihould  be  required  to  go  to  Avignon,  \w  France;  and 
then  was  let  loofe  .upon  me  all  the  fpirits  of  darknefs, 
with  their  reafonings  againFt  it,  and  I  was  made  to  fee 
that. they  would  infpire  my  friends  and  acquaintance  with 
the  fame  fentiments  and  evil  thoughts  of  me  as  they 
fpoke  in  me,  and  which  accordingly  happened. 

I  had  very  great  difficulty  in  giving  up  to  leave  my 
family,  efpecially  my  wife,  who  had  been  put  to  bed  but 
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a  few  days — the  child  was  dead — f he  had  a  bad  time, 
and  was  extremely  weak;  but  to  give  up  my  good  name, 
and  to  be  accounted  unj  aft,  alter  having  all  my  life  been 
eUeemed  for  my  integrity-,  was  fo  afflicting  a  fenfation, 
that  it  took  away  my  itrengtb;  fo  that  1  lay  on  the  Hoof 
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5 n  a  great  ^gony,  until  it  pleafed  the  divine  voice  tp 
fpeak  in  me  again,  in  thefe  words,  <c  Is  not  all  mine  ?** 

I  anfwered,  yea.  Lord.  — 41 Cannot  I  do  as  I  will  with 
iC  mine  own  ?”  I  anfwered,  certainly  thou  haft  a  right. 
— Then  if  I  will ,  I  will  take  from  one  man,  and  give 
“  to  another ,  by  whatfoever  way  I  will  !,y 

There  was  no  more  reafoning  after  this,  but  a  full 
affent  of  my  will ;  and  the  Lord  opened  in  me  at  that 

time  the  ground  of  theft,  and  the  ground  of  debt - -he 

fhowed  me  that  he  permitted  them  becaufe  of  the  hard- 
nefs  and  oppreffion  of  thofe  who  poffeffed  much  in  this 
world,  and  becaufe  they  forgot  they  were  only  ftewards, 
calling  it  all  theirs,  Sec, 

John  W right  was  alfo  at  the  fame  time  under  a  fimi- 
lar  exercife,  and  could  not  reft  till  he  came  to  me.  I 
bad  juft  got  up  from  the  floor.  He  afked  me  if  I  had 
any  thing  on  my  mind  about  Avignon .  I  anfwered, 
yes ;  I  muft  go  there  ;  he  faid,  and  fo  muft  I. — -There 
was  no  time  fixed  either  to  him  or  me,  but  from  that 
day  we  held  ourfelves  ready. 

The  23d  of  the  month  called  January,  1789,  in  the 
morning,  having  made  all  things  ready  for  my  work, 
which  was  then  copper-plate  printing,  I  found  a  flop 
in  my  mind  to  go  on  with  it.  Waiting  a  little,  I  took 
fome  paper  to  wet  for  another  plate,  but  found  the  fame 
flop  :  then  I  perceived  that  it  was  of  the  Lord.  Retiring 
into  my  little  room,  I  fat  down,  endeavouring  to  get 
my  mind  into  perfect  ftillnefs,  when  a  voice  fpoke  in 
me,  commanding  me  to  prepare  for  my  journey,  that 
night. — I  went  immediately  to  fettle  my  books,  and 
make  out  my  accounts,  which  1  was  enabled  to  do  with 
fuch  facility,  that  m  little  more  than  two  hours  I  had 
Completed  it,  which  I  lhould  yot  have  been  able  to  da 

at 
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at  another  time  in  a  day.  I  alfb  wrote  a  fheet  of  paper, 
filled  on  all  Tides,  with  inftruflions  for  my  wife  to  ob- 
ferve  in  my  abfence. — Having  no  money,  two  perfons 
were  fuggefted  to  my  mind  to  call  upon  ;  they  owed  me, 
between  them,  near  thirty  pounds. — I  then  told  my 
wife,  giving  her  the  paper  I  had  written  ;  this,  for  a 
moment,  brought  a  heavy  affliction  upon  her,  in  her 
then  weak  ftatc,  enough  to  have  overfet  her. — In  this 
Rate  I  left  her  to  go  to  the  two  abovementioned  for 
money  ;  the  fir  ft  could  not  pay  me  then,  the  other  was 
gone  out  of  town. — -This  difappointment  made  me  think 
it  was  now  all  over  about  my  going  to  Avignon ,  the 
Lord  could  not  require  impoffibilities ;  perhaps  it  was 
only  to  prove  my  faith,  and  now,  as  I  had  been  found 
willing,  I  might  be  excufed.  I  was  going  home,  re¬ 
joicing  in  the  hope  that  I  might  remain  with  my  family, 
and  go  on  with  my  bufinefs  as  ufual.  I  had  not  gone 
far  when  the  voice  fpoke  again  in  me,  faying,  Go  to. 

Frederick  Smithy  and  he  will  lehd  thee  Jive  guineas.” 

I  went,  and  had  not  been  long  in  his  company,  when  he 
laid,  he  had  often  thought  of  afking  me,  if  I  was  at 
$ny  time  ftraightened  for  cafh,  to  tell  him,  and  he  would 
lend  me  fome.  I  told  him,  I  had  then  been  feeking 
fome,  but  had  not  fucceeded,  and  if  he  would  lend  me 
five  guineas,  I  fhould  efteem  it  kind,  which  he  very 
readily  did,  pare  fling  me  much  to  take  ten  ;  but  I  could 
not,  the  word  having  faid  five.  I  went  immediately, 
and  took  a  place  to  go  on  the  outfide  of  the  coach  to 
Dover,  which  cofl  me  half  a  guinea.  In  my  way  home 
I  called  at  John  Wright’s,  who  then  lived  in  Totten¬ 
ham  Court  Road.  I  thought  if  the  time  for  him  to  go 
was  alfo  come,  it  would  be  m oft  agreeable  to  go  toge¬ 
ther,  but  he  was  out;  J  then  went  home,  where  I 
j.i  A  /  found 
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Found  the  Lord’s  goodnefs  wonderfully  manTfefied  In 
giving  my  wife  to  fee  that  my  call  was  of  him,  and  her 
mind  was  perfeflly  reconciled  ;  fo  that  fhe  had  got  toge¬ 
ther  my  fhirts,  and  what  things  fhe  thought  I  might  carry 
with  me.  'After  taking  a  little  refrefhment,  fhe  urged  me 
to  go  and  to  make  hafle,  left  I  fliould  be  too  late  for 
the  coach.  . Giving  her  one  guinea,  I  fet  off,  and  as  it 
was  none  out  of  my  way  to  call  at  John  Wright’s,  I 
called  there  again.  He  was  ftill  out.  Whilft  I  was  there, 
it  was  fuggefted  to  my  mind,  that  as  there  was  another 
coach  going  at  four  the  next  morning,  we  might  a?s 
well  fee  each  other,  and  go  together :  the  word  came 
again,  and  in  a  tone  of  anger,  that  made  me  tremble, 
faid,  “  'Stop  for  no  man .”  I  left  a  guinea  for  John 

Wright,  defiring  he  might  be  told  that  I  was  gone,  but 
I  believed  I  fhould  not  get  far  in  my  journey,  without 
feeing  him.  When  I  came  to  the  coach,  the  horfes 
were  put  to,  and  the  coachman  on  the  box,  fo  that  if 
I  had  flopped  a  very  few  minutes  longer,  I  fliould  have 
been  too  late.  The  night  was  fair,  but  extreme  cold; 
however,  my  mind  being  covered,  I  bore  it  well,  and 
next  day,  about  ten  o’clock,  arrived  at  Dover — I  en¬ 
deavoured,  immediately,  to  get  a  paffage  acrofs,  but 
the  wind  was  quite  contrary,  no  veiTel  could  go  out  all 
the  day.  In  the  evening  1  was  joined  by  my  companion, 
John  Wright;  we  fiept  at  Dover,  and  next  morning, 
at  nine  o’clock,  wind  and  tide  ferving,  we  fet  fail  in 
the  packet,  and  made  the  oppofite  land  by  half  pad 
eleven.  We  paid  a  guinea  for  our  paffage,  which,  with 
our  expences  at  Dover,  Sec,  left  us  on  our  arrival  in 
Calais,  only  one  guinea  and  a  few  fhiliings  between 
us.  We  there  met  with  a  man  who  very  civilly  gave  us 
a  route  to  Paris.  W e  had  the  names  of  the  towns  and 

their 
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tlicir  diftances,  which  rendered  our  journey  much  more 
agreeable,  as  well  as  lefs  difficult;  for  neither  of  us 
Jcnew  any  thing  of  the  language ;  however,  we  foon 
picked  up  a  few  words,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  afk  forfome- 
thing  to  eat,  for  a  bed,  and  the  road  to  Paris.  We  met 
with  great  civility  from  the  French  people  in  our  way; 
and  I  ufed  to  fay  to  my  companion,  I  wifhed  I  could 
fee  the  common  people  in  our  own  country  half  as  civil. 
After  refrefhing  ourfelves,  <5rc.  we  walked  fifteen  miles, 
where  we  flept.  We  daily  purfued  our  journey,  the 
good  prefence  of  the  Lord  being  with  us,  and  being 
fupported  by  his  holy  fpirit.  I  never  felt  tired,  neither 
had  I  fo  much  as  a  blifter  on  my  feet,  though  I  had 
never  in  my  life  travelled  a  journey  of  thirty  miles  on 
foot  before.  We  agreed  to  carry  our  bundle  by  turns; 
but  John  not  being  quite  fo  ftrong  as  myfelf  I  had  the 
more  frequently  to  bear  it,  which  was  to  me  a  pleafure. 
Thus  the  love  of  God,  when  it  takes  pofieffion  of  the 
human  heart,  difpofes  a  readin’efs .  to  do  any  thing  in 
our  power  to  comfort  and  relieve  one  another. 

We  generally  enquired  for  lodgings  at  the  further  end 
of  a  city,  left  from  the  gates  being  {hut,  we  might  be 
detained  in  the  morning  till  a  later  hour  than  we  liked 
to  fet  out  at.  When  we  were  about  two  days  journey 
from  Paris,  having  juft  paifed  a  city,  and  night  coming 
on, -we  enquired  for  lodgings,  but  were  refufed.  We  did 
not  like  to  turn  hack  into  the  city,  and  not  knowing 
how  far  wemuft  walkbefore  we  could  be  accommodated, 
my  companion  being  much  fatigued,  this  was  a  disap¬ 
pointment.  We  obferved  a  man  handing  in  the  road, 
who  waited  our  coming  up  to  him,  and  then  fpeaking  a 
fort  of  broken  Dutch,  made  us  underhand  that  about  a 
league  further  we  might  have  a  bed,  and  that  he  meant 
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t6  deep  there  himfelf;  (owe  went  on.  He  paid  great  at* 
tention  to  us,  walking*  with  us  the  next  dav,  and  till  we 
were  within  thirteen  miles  of  Paris,  when  we  fuddenly  loft 
him.  After  waiting  fome  time  we  proceeded,  and  were 
overtook  by  a  wine  dray.  The  driver  offered  us  to  ride, 
but  wanted  more  money  than  wehad.  I’gavehim  all  our 
filver,  convincinghim  I  had  no  moreby  turning  my  pock¬ 
et  wrong  fide  out.  He  carried  us  a  long  way  into  Paris. 
I  had  written  my  friend’s  addrefs  there,  which  I  could 
not  recoiled  till  the  laft  day  of  our  journey.  He  fhewed 
it  to  feveral,  but  none  could  dired  him.  When  put 
down  in  the  ftreet,  I  faid  to  my  companion.  We  mull 
now  hand  Hill,  and  wait  for  our  never-failing  Guide  to 
dired  us ;  and  finding  we  both  agreed  in  the  road,  we 
went  ftraight  on.  At  the  corner  of  the  ftreet  was  a  coffee 
hcmfe,  the  people  of  which  directed  us,  fo  that  we  en¬ 
quired  not  again  till  we  came  to  the  next  houfe,  or  next 
but  one  to  my  friend’s. 

My  friend  received  us  with  kindnefs,  efpecially  fo, 
after  receiving  a  letter  from  one  in  London,  informing 
him  that  we  had  left  our  wives  and  families  ;  that  they 
were  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs,  advifing  to  flop  us,  and  fend 
us  back,  &c.  but  he  was  foon  fatisfied  that  we  were 
right  in  going  ;  having  in  his  poffeffion  a  copy  of  a  let¬ 
ter  from  the  fociety  at  Avignon  to  a  perfon  in  London, 
in  which  they  mentioned  their  expelling  two  brothers  to 
be  re-united  with  them  in  the  depth  of  the  winter.  On 
hearing  it  read  we  were  glad  we  had  never  heard  of  it 
before,  for  it  would  have  been  faid  in  London  that  we 
had  let  off  in  confequence  of  it.  After  being  in  Pari? 
two  days,  our  friend  was  anxious  to  know  what  ftay  we 
would  make,  urging  us  much  not  to  leave  him  in  lefs 
than  a  week.  We  laid  we  thought  we  muft  not  ftop  fo 
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long.  In  the  night  of  the  day  called  Monday,  I  had  a 
dream  that  the  day  called  Wednesday  was  come,  and  that 
we  were  fetting  out  on  our  journey.  I  was  a  little  trou¬ 
bled  at  how  we  fhould  get  on  without  money,  for  all  our 
{lock  on  arriving  in  Paris  was  only  three  fols.  When  fee¬ 
ing  myfelf  in  a  room  paved  in  a  peculiar  manner  with 
oflagon  tiles,  I  call  my  eyes  down  and  faw  between  the 
joinings  of  the  tiles  the  edges  of  fomething  fhining.  I 
{looped  down  and  picked  up  feven  pieces  ;  they  were 
gold,  about  the  fizeof  guineas,  bright  and  new,  as  if  juft 
from  the  die,  but  another  coin.  Rejoicing  at  this  I 
awoke.  In  the  morning  my  friend  met  me  coming  out 
of  my  chamber,  when  I  told  him  our  time  was  come  to 
fet  off the  next  day.  Pie  feemedforry,  and  furprifedat  my 
fpeaking  fo  pofitive,  unlocked  a  room  on  the  fame  land¬ 
ing,  faying,  fC  Come  in  here,  and  let  us  talk  about  it.” 
I  was  much  furprifed  to  find  the  room  he  took  me  into 
exactly  the  fame  I  had  feen  in  my  dream.  After  fome 
converfation,  finding  I  thought  of  purfuing  our  journey 
on  foot,  he  defired  to  know  what  money  I  had,  as  he  had 
told  me  we  could  for  a  fmall  fum  go  by  water  the  fir  ft 
hundred  miles.  He  judged  our  flock  was  fmall;  but  when 
I  took  from  my  pocket  my  three  fols,  and  {hewed  him 
as  our  whole  flock,  he  could  not  help  exclaiming 
that  I -muff  Certainly  be  mad,  to  think  of  fetting  off  on 
fuch  a  journey  with  fo  little  money ;  afked  me  how  I 
thought  I  fhould  be  able  to  travel  five  hundred  miles 
further  without  money.  I  anfwered  that  was  no  bufinefs 
of  mine,  the  Lord  would  provide,  as  he  had  {hewed  me 
in  my  dream,  which  upon  his  defiring  me  to  tell  him, 
I  did .  Before  I  had  got  to  the  end  of  it,  he  faid  it  was 
for  him  to  interpret ;  then  unlocking  his  defk,  and  tak¬ 
ing  out  a  drawer  he  emptied  its  contents  upon  the  table ; 
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which  was  feven  louisdor^s,  new,  bright,  and  fhining,  as 
I  had  feen  them  in  my  dream. — “There,  faid  he,  I  had, 
<f  put  that  money  by  on  purpofe for  a  journey  to  Avignon . 
“  I  thought  I  was  to  go  there  myfeJf  but  now  I fee  it  is  for 
“you,  take  it,  and  God  blefs you  with  it 

The  next  day  being  the  day  of  the  veffel  going  we 
fet  out.  Our  friend  accompanied  us  a  day’s  journey ;  he 
obferved  to  us  thataswedid  not  underhand  the  language, 
we  fhould  not  be  cible  when  we  came  to  Avignon  tohave 
communication  with  the  fociety,  there  being  none  there 
who  could  fpeak  Englifh.  To  this  I  anfwered,  “  If 
“  there  is  need  of  words,  there  will  be  one  provided  to  in - 
“  terpret  for  us ;  if  not  I  believed  they  would  know  us,  and 
“  we  fiould  know  them  in  that,  which,  as  it  was  before 
“  words,  was  fuperinr  to  words.”  He  faid  I  was  a 
ftrangeman,  but  he  believed  I  was  right :  He  left  us  at 
Corbeil,  and  we  continued  in  the  boat  till  we  came  to 
Auzerre,  from  thence  we  went  to  Chalons  on  foot, 
there  we  took  water  again  to  Lyons,  and  from  thence 
by  land  to  Avignon.  In  the  morning  of  the  day  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  Avignon,  I  had  communicated  to  the  view  of 
my  mind  an  exafcd  reprefentation  of  the  place,  and  the 
perfons  of  the  brethren,  and  I  told  my  companion  there 
would  be  one  to  fpeak  Englifh  for  us,  a  Major  Tieman, 
a  Ruffian,  whom  I  had  feen  in  England  two  years  be¬ 
fore.  When  we  came  to  the  houfe  of  the  fociety,  we 
found  them  waiting  for  us,  expending  us,  and  the  Major 
with  them  ;  he  had  been  there  three  days,  and  was  to 
continue  three  days  more.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 
brotherly  kindnefs  ffiewn  by  thefe  men,  who  told  us 
we  were  welcome  to  the  houfe  provided  by  the  Lord  for 
thofe  of  his  children  whom  he  might  be  pleafed  to  fend 
to  the  re- union  from  all  parts  of  the  earth.  They  faid 
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whatever  was  there  was  ours  as  much  as  theirs,  they' 
had  not  any  thing  they  called  their  own,  the  Lord  had 
done  away  the  diftinQion  of  mine  and  thine  in  their 
minds.  We  were  refrefhed,  and  every  thing  we  wanted 
given  to  us,  our  lliirts,  {lockings,  fhoes,  &c.  being  worn 
out.  They  alfo  gave  us  money,  faying,  as  there  might  be 
poor  whom  we  might  like  to  give  to,  and  alfo  we  might 
want  fomething  or  other  that  they  might  not  think  of* 
defired  we  would  ufe  it  freely,  and  when  it  was  gone 
afk  for  more.  They  then  enquired  what  the  Divine 
Will  was  concerning  us:  they  were  ordered  to  inftruD 
us  in  fome  particulars,  which  Major  Tieman,  during  his 
{lay,  was  the  medium  of  communicating  to  us.  At  the 
end  of  a  week,  or  a  little  more,  our  friend  from  Paris 
arrived,  and  was  commanded  of  the  Word  to  ftay.  He 
was  united  to  the  fociety  as  a  medium  for  our  initiation. 
We  remained  there  feven  months :  we  were  employed 
in  reading,  and  making  extraQs  from  the  journals  of 
the  fociety,  by  which  we  were  informed  of  the  many 
changes  taking  place,  and  to  take  place,  in  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  to  prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord’s  fecond 
coming,  and  the  reltoration  of  his  people,  the  whole 
houfe  of  Ifrael,  according  to  the  prophecies  in  the 
Scriptures.  ■  ! 

It  is  in  this  generation  that  the  whole  difpenfation  of 
his  juftice  will  be  accompli  filed,  and  the  difpenfation  of 
his  love  take  place:  when  the  Lord  will  reign  upon 
Mount  Zion,  and  in  Jerufalem,  glorioufly  ;  and  all  the 
earth  (hall  know  him,  obey  him,  and  rejoice  in  his  righ- 
jteoufnefs.  .  1  -  r  \ 

I  fhould  infert  more  particulars  of  the  things  made 
known  to  us  there,  but  as  my  companion,  in  his  publi¬ 
cation,  has  given  as  many  of  the  extra&s  as  were  necef. 
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fary ;  and  the  time  not  being  come  to  declare  their  full 
meaning,  I  (hall  only  add,  that  we  were  provided  for  in 
our  journey,  and  on  our  arrival  in  England  had,  each  of 
us  ten  louis  left. 

I  then  endeavoured  to  obtain  work  in  my  former 
occupation,  but  no  man  would  employ  me,  faying,  as  I 
had  once  been  mad,  and  left  my  bufinefs,  I  might  take 
another  fit  of  infanity,  and  do  fo  again — they  could  not 
trull  me.  So  that  if  the  Lord  had  not  in  a  wonderful 
manner  ftirred  up  the  hearts  of  fome  of  his  children  to 
help,  by  occafionally  handing  to  us  a  little  money,  we 
mull  have  wanted  the  common  neceffaries  of  life.  Not- 
withftanding  my  abilities  as  a  copper-plate-printer  had 
been  approved  of  by  the  beft  engravers,  and  I  had  be¬ 
fore  been  entrusted  with  the  beft  work  to  do,  I  could 
not  now  even  get  the  commoneft.  I  paffed  almoft  two 
years  in  this  way,  fometimes  a  month,  or  two  months, 
and  had  not  any  thing  to  do ;  fometimes  a  job  of  writ¬ 
ing,  engraving,  printing,  &:c.  would  engage  me  a  few 
weeks,  but  entirely  uncertain,  till  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
that  one  of  his  children  fhould  be  moved  to  lend  me  a 
fum  fufficient  to  put  myfelf  in  fome  regular  way  of  ob¬ 
taining  a  fubfiflence.  Accordingly,  having  fludied  me¬ 
dicine,  and  thinking  I  might  be  of  more  ufe  to  my  fel¬ 
low  beings  in  that  than  in  any  other  line,  I  opened  a 
fhop  as  a  druggilt  and  vender  of  the  patent  medicines, 
at  the  fame  time  difpenfing  as  an  apothecary,  but 
on  a  different  plarj :  for  the  Spirit  of  Truth  will 
not  fuffer  the  children  of  his  love  to  walk  in  the  way  of 
iniquity.  I  was  made  to  fee  that  the  my  fiery  of, ini¬ 
quity  had  worked  as  deeply  in  the  line  of  phylic  as  any 
other.  If  I  was  at  any  time  fent  for  I  mull  give  only 
the  medicine  which  I  knew  would  be  likely  in  the  moll 
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fpeedy  and  effectual  manner  to  bring  about  my  patient, 
and  no  more  than  was  neceffary  :  I  could  not,  croud  in 
draught  after  draught  to  enlarge  my  bill. 

The  fyflcm  of  phyfic,  like  all  other  fyflems,  being 
buik  on  the  foundation  of  f elf-love ,  inflead  of  love  to 
God  and  our  neighbour ,  mud  be  falfe ,  mu&  bo'  errone¬ 
ous  ;  but  the  love  of  Gody  which  has  its  manifeftation  in 
the  love  of  his  image ,  in  the  love  of  our  neighbour ,  opens 
in  the  mind  the  right  fcicnce,  in  God ,  who  is  the  alone 
foundation  of  all  good ,  of  all  truth ,  and  of  all  toifdom. 
By  his  Holy  Spirit  I  have  at  times  been  favoured  to 
feel  fo  much  of  that  love  as  to  enter  into  a  fympathy  of 
feeling  with  my  patient,  fo  that  I  could  defcribe  every 
fymptom  of  their  difeafe  from  feeling  it  in  my  own 
body ;  and  fuch  has  been  the  mercy  of  the  Lord,  that 
it  has  inkantly  been  communicated  to  my  mind  what  to 
give,  and  I  have  even  been  ordered  to  fay  to  them,  <f  this 
**  medicine  will  certainly  cure  you^  by  fuch  or  fuch  a  time 
** yarn  will  he  well and  it  has  accordingly  happened  fo. 

1  am  confident  that  the  true  knowledge  is  not  with¬ 
held  from  any  man  by  the  Lord,  but  man  reje  filing  him 
rejefils  the  true  light,  whereby  the  true  knowledge  is 
communicated  to  the  underffanding ;  and  infiead  of 
looking  into,  and  endeavouring  to  rejefil  in  themfelves, 
whatfoever  that  light  difeovers  unto  them  is  not  of  God, 
but  of  the  devil  and  themfelves,  by  which  the  light  in 
their  .underffan  dings  would  increafe,  they  give  them- 
feives  up  to  all  manner  of  fenfuality,  in  the  love  of  them¬ 
felves,  and  in  the  gratification  of  themfelves  in  all  man¬ 
ner  of  pride,  vanity,  and  luxury,  which,  hardening  the 
heart,  darkens  the  underfianding  ;  and  then  the  bent  of 
ail  the  faculties  of  the  mind  are  turned  to  feek  ..only 
how  the\  can  mod  eiFefiiually  gather  together  gold  and 

filver. 
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filver,  that  they  may  obtain  authority  Over  others,  and 
procure  for  them fe Ives  and  families  thofe  things  whidii 
feeding  their  1  lifts  cannot  fatisfy,  and  letting  their  hearts 
upon  them,  are  led  to  opprefs  and  di-ft  refs  the  poor,  to 
whom  many  times  their  iilnefs  is  a  ftiffleient,  very  heavy 
and  fore  affliction,  without  the  doctor's  fee  or  the  apo¬ 
thecaries  bill,  which,  if  not  paid,  mu  ft  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  an  attorney,  whole  fflufmefsj  more  fatfe  and 
more  oppreffive  than  the  reft,  to  complete  his  calamity, 
whether  the  man  is  well  or  ill,  whether  he  has  it  of  has 
it  not,  he  mu  ft  either  pay  or  go  to  a  prifon. 

Every  tradefman  is  obliged,  more  or  left,  to  enter 
with  his  mind  into  the  fame  fyftenl  of  iniquity,  or  he 
cannot  live.  The  divine,  fa  called,  die  priefts  too,  of 
almoft  all  denominations,  divine  for  money,  and  p  rophefy 
for  hire  ;  and  the  words  of  the  prophet,  “  My  fieep 
w  have  frayed  on  the  tops  cf  all  the  mountains,  faith  the 

Lord — their  teachers  have  call  fid  them  to  err are 
fulfilled  this  day;  therefore  what  follows  mull  aifo 
foon  come  to  pafs,  t(  I  my f elf  will  both  fear  oh  them  ou% 
“  and  gather  them,  faith  the  Lord;”  therefore  all  you 
who  fet  your  hearts  again!!  oppreftion,  and  whole  fpirits 
abhor  iniquity,  who  are  ready  to  faCi-iftce^o^r  w//,  yea 
even  life  it f elf  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  and  that  goodnefs 
and  truth  may  be  eftablilhed  on  the  earth,  lift  up 
your  heads,  look  for  your  deliverer ;  for  the  promifes  of 
Jehovah,  to  put  down  all  oppreffion,  with  them  that  do 
opprefs,  and  who  commit  evil  in  the  land,  is  about  to 
be  fulfilled  in  this  day ;  and  the  time  of  his  juft-ice  will 
not  pafs  over  to  another  generation,  but  in  this  day,ijh 
which  we  now  live  will  aft  be  fulfilled,  that  the  diipen- 
fation  of  his  lpve  might  appear,;  when  man  will  net 
opprefs  man,  but  Love  alone  fh all  reign;;  when  no  man 

'  Jhall 
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fhall  fay  to  bis  neighbour,  know  the  Lord,  but  all  fhafl 

know  him,  from  the  leaft  to  the  greateft  ;  when  righ- 
teoufnefs  fhall  cover  the  earth,  as  the  waters  cover  the 

;  ‘  »  t 

fea 3  when  the  nations  of  the  earth  fhall,  no  more  be 
governed  by  the  fenfual,  felfifh,  evil  will  of  man,  in 
the  principle  of  deftruftion  and  war,  which  is  the  prinr 
ciple  of  hell  and  the  infernals.  But  the  Lord  himfelf, 
the  Lord  fhall  be  king  over  all  the  earth,  and  he  fhall 
he  the  only  Lord,  for  the  foolifh,  vain,  and  proud  titles 
that  men  have  taken  up  in  blafphemy  again!!  him,  and 
called  the  moft  worthlefs>  and  profelff^hy  evil  by,  will 
be  no  more.  “  For  in  that  day  the  Lord  Jhall  be  one 5 
€f  and  his  name  one ;  dnd  the  Lord  Jhall  be  KING  over 
all  the  earth.”  And  in  that  day  will  the  Lord  reftore 
to  his  people,  his  children,  the  children  of  Ifrael ,  the 
government  in  the  whole  earth,  and  his  king,  in  whom  he 
will  reign,  he  will  Jet  up  on  his  holy  hill  of  Zion,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  prophetic  view  of  David,  which  is  expreffed 
in  the  fecond  Pfalm,  and  which  the  Lord  will  have  me 
to  explain  as  follows : 

PSALM  II.  ' 

“Why  do  the  heathen  rage,  and  the  people  imagine 
a  vain  thing  ? 

“  The  kings  of  the  earth  fet  themfelves  up,”  ( them - 
felves ,  not  God)  4t  and  the  rulers  take  counfel  together, 
“  againft  the  Lord,  and  againft  his  anointed:”  ( every 
man  fanftified  by  his  fpirit,  is  his  anointed)  the  word 
faying,  in  the  common  tranflation,  is  added  by  the 
tranflators  to  flatter  thofe  kings  and  rulers,  and  to  blind 
the  fenfe  of  the  following  verfe,  which  is  the  cry  of  the 
people,  (who  begin  to  fee  their  folly,  and  the  Lord’s 
will)  to  ceafe  from 


the  vain  thing  which  they  have  ima¬ 
gined 
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gined,  in  giving  the  government  to  a  man  (who  fe§ 
himfelf  up)  whofe  only  aim  is  to  gratify,  enrich,  and 
magnify  himfelf:  in  power  adding  to  his  dominion, 
by  deftroying  his  fellow  men,  by  war:  and  to  his 
Wealth,  by  taxing  and  oppreffion ;  and  they  (the  peo¬ 
ple)  make  an  idol  of  him  ;  but  although  the  rulers 
take  counfel  together  again  ft  the  Lord,  and  againft 
his  anointed  (hi %  people  are  his  anointed)  yet  his  word 
will  be  accomplifhed,  when  it  fhall  go  forth  founding  in 
their  hearts,  and  they  fhall,  with  one  confent,  cry  out, 

u  Let  us  break  their  bands  afunder;”  (their  ftreagth 

*  •  •  * 

by  numbers  leagued  together)  cc  and  caft  away  their 
c<  cords  from  us (the  tie  by  which  they,  the  rulers, 
have  bound  the  people,  in  making  them  believe  that 
they  are  appointed  of  God  to  rule  over  them,  though 
they  rule  in  dpjjreffion  and  violence ,  which  is  quite  oppojite 
and  contrary  to  the  governmentof  God ,  which  he  would 
have  his  creatures  live  in ;  a  government  of  peace  and 
love.)  .  ,  .  .  ' 

.  r  *  •* 

“  He  that  fitteth  in  the  heavens  fhall  laugh ;  the 
“Lord  fhall  have  them  (the  kings  of  the  earth)  In 
€t  derifion.’* 

ct  Then  fhall  he  fpeak  unto  them  in  his  wrath,  and  vex 
«c  them  in  his  fore  difpleafure.*’ 

Now  is  the  time  in  which  this  prophecy  of  the  pfalmifl 
is  >accomplifhing  upon  all  defpotic  kings  and  opprejfive 
rulers  ;  and  the  next  verfe  declares,  in  contradiftinc- 
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tion  to  them>  the  kind  of  government  and  governor  which 
God  will Jet  up. 

Yet  have  I  fet  my  king  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion.” 
(although  the  kings  of  the  earth  and  the  rulers  take 
counfel  together  againft  Him:  the  Lord;  and  againft 

F  '  '  '  '  his 
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♦is  anointed )  God  will  choofe  and  fan&ify  one  of  h is 
people,  a  man  whom  he  will Jet  up*  a  king  to  rule  in 

righteoufnefs,  in  the  will  of  God,  and  not  in  the  will 

*  \ 

of  man. 

<c  I  will  declare  the  decree  :  the  Lord  hath  faid  unto 
u  me,  Thou  art  my  fon,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee.” 

s<  Aik  of  itfe,  and  I  will  give  thee  the  heathen  for 
“  thine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth 
for  thy  poffeffion.” 

(This,  as  well  as  the  fpiritual  kingdom  of  Chrift 
ruling  in  all  men,  alludes  to  the  man  whom  Mofes  and  the 
prophets  teftify  of.  In  Daniel  he  is  called  Michael, 
the  great  Prince  ;  in  Malachi  he  is  called  Elijah. 
And  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  fays.  Matt.  xvii.  1 1. 
<e  Elias  truly  Jhall  firft  come,  (meaning  another  Elias 
“  than  John  the  Baptift  who  was  then  come)  and  Jhall 
<{  reftore  all  things.”  This  coming  of  Elias,  we  know, 
has  not  been,  for  all  things  are  not  reftorcd,  but  will 
be  accomplifhed  in  the  perfon  of  Richard  Brother 5, 
whom  Jehovah  will  fet  up  as  the  true  governor  upon 
the  earth,  a  fanttified  man ,  therefore  called  his  fon  ;  a 
chara&er  dire&ly  oppofite  to  the  kings  of  the  earth, 
therefore  diftinguifhed  by  the  Lord  under  the  title  of 
His  King.  (t  Yet  have  1  fet  my  King  upon  my  holy 
xs  hill  of  Zion.”  Zion  is  Jerufalem,  in  the  reftoration 
of  the  people  of  Ifrael,  where  this  man,  thus  dignified 
by  the  Lord ,  fhall  reign. 

Thou  (halt  break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron,  thou 
<c  fhalt  dafh  them  in  pieces,  like  a  potter’s  veflel.”  (The 
following  verfes  declare,  by  the  advice  given,  who 
they  are,  who  will  be  thus  broken,  and  dallied  to 
pieces,  by  the  rod  of  his  power ;  and  it  would  be  well 
for  them  if  they  would  take  it.) 


"  Be 


'[  35  3 

u  Be  wife  now  therefore,  O  ye  Kings :  be  inftru&ed, 
u  ye  Judges  of  the  Earth.’* 

“  Serve  the  LORD  with  f«ar,  and  rejoice  with  trem- 
ce  bling  ” 

“  Kifs  the  Son,  left  he  be  angry  ;*’  (take  his  advice, 
embrace  and  obey  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift,  which  is 
peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  all  men  ;  and  put  an  end 
to  the  diabolical  fyftem  of  war  and  falfhood,  in  which 
every  King  reigns,  and  by  which  every  kingdom  in  the 
world  is  governed.}  c:  and  ye  perifli  from  the  way,’* 
(it  fhould  be  tranflated,  being  out  of  the  right  xoay  ;  or, 
becaufe  ye  are  not  in  the  right  'way)  <(  when  his  wrath 
u  is  kindled  but  a  little:”  (in  the  early  part  of  that 
4t  great  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord,  which  fhall  burn  as 
u  an  oven,  when  all  the  proud,  and  all  that  do  wickedly, 
c<  fhall  be  ftubble,  and  the  day  that  cometh  fhall  burn 
“  them  tip,  faith  the  LORD  of  hofts,  that  it  fhall  leave 
<e  them  neither  root  nor  branch.}” 

1 6  Bleffed  are  all  they  that  put  their  truft  in  him.” 


The  2%df  the  Month  called  January ,  1795. 

IN  order  that  I  fhould  be  a  little  acquainted  with 
the  fufferings  of  my  fellow  men,  under  the  ruling  fyftem 
of  the  prefent  day,  I  am  now  placed  by  the  providence 
of  the  Lord,  in  the  difpenfary  of  a  temporary  hofpital 
at  Briftol.  A  friend  of  mine,  and  of  good,  fent  to  me, 
on  the  27th  of  the  month,  called  December,  1794,  to 
requeit  my  affiftance  ;  he  informed  me  the  obje6ts  of  my 
attention  were  foldiers,  juft  landed  from  Ireland,  that 
it  appeared  their  illnefs,  which  was  a  contagious  fever, 
had  arifen  from  the  treatment  they  had  been  fubjedled 

F  2  f 


[  36  ] 

to  before  their  being  (hipped,  and  the  confinement  ofalong 
voyage  of  three  weeks.  Humanity  and  a  true  chriftian 
Ipirit  could  alone  induce  my  friend  to  engage  in  their 
welfare.  The  circumftance  which  led  to  it,  was  his 
feeing  two  men  lying  in  the  ftreet  in  a  dying  (late  ;  they 
had  been  landed  at  Piln>  in  the  night,  and  fent  up  to 
Briftoi  in  an  open  boat.  From  the  contrail  of  this  (itu- 
ation,  with  that]  of  being  crouded  together  in  the  hold 
of  a  (hip,  as  the  traders  in  (laves  are  accuftomed  to  do 
by  the  poor  Africans,  the  cold  had  fuch  an  effefl,  as  to 
kill  feme,  and  produce  to  the  reft  fome  weeks  of  buffer¬ 
ing-  ' 

My  friend  took  an  empty  warehoufe,  by  the  water- 
(ide,  which  he  foon  converted  into  an  hofpital,  procured 
them  medical  aftiftance,  wine,  (pints,  and  every  necef- 
fary  to  nouriih  and  reftore  them.  They  were  lodged 
on  clean  draw,  and  covered  with  blankets.  My  friend 
was  induftrious  in  ftirring  up  the  feelings  of  his  friends 
and  acquaintance,  who  readily  fubferibed  to  (upport  his 
undertaking,  and  the  number  of  fick  foon  increafed  to, 
feventy.  When  my  friend  had  forwarded  his  plan,  and 
brought  it  into  order,  having  gone  on  with  it  above  a 
week,  the  Mayor  humanely  fent  to  him,  approving  his 
conduH,  defiring  him  to  continue  his  attention,  and  en¬ 
gaged  to  pay  all  the  expence  from  the  chamber  of  the. 
city:  but  which  will,  I  underhand,  ultimately  fall  up¬ 
on  government,  where  it  ought,  for  giving  their  fanc- 
tion  to  fuch  vile,  unjuft,  and  diabolical  ways  of  forc¬ 
ing  men  to  enl-ift,  as  (by  the  testimony  of  the  men  them- 
felves)  appear  to  have  been  pratlifed  in  raifing  moft,  ft 
not  all  the  new,  or  (as  they  are  called)  Independent  Re¬ 
giments. 
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The  colonel  of  this  regiment,  who,  with  his  fmily,- 
poffcfs  great  part  of  the  county  of  Mayo,  pehaps 
thinking  to  recommend  himfelf  to  the  notice  ofGo- 
vernment  for  his  loyalty,  Sec.  See.  in  quickly  raifog  a 
regiment,  by  deceit,  obtained  his  commiffion.  Hehad 

recourfe  to  the  moft  vile  and  wicked  means  of  tretan- 

*  .  ■ 

ning,  kidnapping,  and  even  carrying  men  away  oit  of 
their  beds,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  to  the  horror  and 
diftrefs  of  their  families  ;  others  were  feized  in  the  ftrset, 
dragged  down  into  cellars,  and  there  kept  till  a  fuffici- 
ent  number  were  colleQed  to  march  off  to  the  barracks, 
which  I  underhand  one  of  the  colonel’s  old  houfes  ferv- 
ed  for  ;  where  the  men  were  fo  clofely  confined,  thai 
they  had  not  liberty  to  go  out,  even  when  neceffary 
the  confequence  was,  their  own  filth  polluted  their  healtf 
and  produced  a  fever,  as  contagious  almoft  as  W 
plague,  though  not  fo  fatal. 

I  enquired  of  the  men  if  there  was  not  a  jufli£  of 
peace  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  whom  they  mighthave 
made  complaint  of  their  treatment ;  or  why  they  did 
not  complain  to  the  jufiice  who  attefled  them.  They 
faid  they  were  not  attefled  till  they  were  brought  befere 
the  colonel’s  father,  who  was  a  jufiice,  and  who,  vhen 
they  afked  for  the  bounty,  feeing  it  was  impoffibe  for 
them  to  do  otherwife  than  be  foldiers,  would  lay  zpurfc 
of  guineas  on  the  table,  faying, There ,  my  lad .<?  there's 
<(  money  enough,  fign  this  ;  make  your  attention,  and 
et  then  you  Jhall  have  it Which  when  th^y  had  done, 
the  purfe  with  its  contents,  was  put  up  agdn,  and  they 
were  told  they  fhould  be  paid  all  on  joining  the  regi¬ 
ment  :  but  they  were  defrauded  in  thattoo  ;  for  inflead 
of  money,  the  receipt  they  had  figned  at  the  time  of 

attefling,  with  a  bill  for  clothes  and  neceffanes,  were 

pro- 
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produce!,  and  they  were  told,  there  was  nothing  coming 
to  tbei  but  a  few  days’  pay. 

Wfn  what  courage  or  fpirit  can  fuch  men  (land  be¬ 
fore  n  enemy  P  What  ffimuhis  have  they  to  make 
tliemfight  for  the  prefervation  of  the  property  or  lives 
of  deir  oppreffors  ?—  Are  thefe  things  likely  to  bring  a 
fhIJpg  upon  a  nation  &  Are  thefe  things  worthy  a  na- 
ionprofefling  to  be  Chriftians  ?  If  thefe  are  the  fruits 
f  Chrifliamty,  it  is  time  the  fyflem  was  abolifhed. 

Ob?  Nation,  corrupted  in  its  head,  from  whence  the 
hole  body  is  become  putrid — why  mock  ye  God;  and 
py  do  you  deceive  yourfelves  ?  Why  call  yourfelves 
hriftians  ?'  If  ye  were  fo,  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  would 
b  manifefted  in  you  :• — his  Spirit  is  a  fpirit  of  wifdom, 
teice,  mercy,  and  love.  Love  worketh  no  ill  to  its 
Je>hhour,  but  all  good.  Ivlercy  regardeth  the  fuffer- 
sng\  and  alleviates  the  diftneffes,  of  the  affliLled.  -Juf- 
tme  Vfraudeth  none,  but  will  give  to  every  man  his 
due.4-And  the  plans  of  Wifdom  are,  to  make  all  hap¬ 
py-  hs  far  as  any  deviate  from  thefe  qualities  and  dif- 
pafition^  fo  far  they  deviate  from  Christianity,  and  ought 
to  lie  called  Chriftians. 

dhcy  are.  the  Antichrift,  the  man  of  fin,  which  is  to 
he  rc  ealcd  in  this  latter  day,  { that  is)  all  the  craft  and 
ferpenine  fob t iky  with  which  they  contrive  to  get  to 
tfremfeWs  all  rule  and  authority,  both  civil  and  eccle- 
fraflical,  tV enrich  themfelves  by  oppreffing  others,  fliall 
l>e  difeoverfo  and  ahol Hired. 

1  ne  {enfoi]?  fofofo  nature  and  principle  in  every  man, 
is  the  iame  ra&i  of  hrj  in  its  members  or  body . 

1  hat  man  upun  the  e^rth,  who  is  the  greateft  or  chief 
in  the  manifeftation  of  that  nature  and  principle,  oppof- 
ing  the  peaceable  kingdom  of  jefus  Chrift,  by  war  and 

blood- 
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bloodflred,  is  ike  Head,  typified  by  Pharaoh,  King  of 
Egypt — He  (and  his  hojl)  penfhed  in  the  Red  Sea. 

This  is  the  day,  or  time  of  the  world,  when  both  head 
and  body  fnall  be  confumed  by  the  brightnefs  of  his 
coming,  whofe  right  it  is  alone  to  reign.  * 

Even  fo,  come  quickly,  O  Lord  Jefus  Chrifr,  by  thy 
Spirit  in  thy  children.  AMEN. 
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